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Editorial
Two primaries plenty for New York

February 3, 2012

Advertisement Thanks to last week’s federal court decision setting June 26 as the primary date for congressional elections, ballots for the general elections can be printed up and mailed overseas early enough for military members to vote and mail them back in time to be counted by Election Day. While that seems only fair, the ruling also raises the prospect of the state running not one, not two, but three separate primaries this year. At $45 million to $50 million a pop, that seems like a colossal waste of money.

The rub is created by state legislators, who (in addition to the Republican presidential contenders in April) also have to have a primary this year. Assembly Democrats and Senate Rebublicans can’t agree on when to hold it: the Democrats want it in June but the Republicans think it should be in August, which would be closer to the original September primary date.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is reportedly shooting for some grand compromise that includes the ever-contentious redistricting plan, but that may be asking for too much.

The court’s June 26 date isn’t set in stone, as long as the alternative still gives the state enough time before the general election — 45 days is required — to mail the ballots overseas; thus it seems possible that a date sometime in early August would allow both the federal and state primaries to be held and the ballots printed up in enough time to get mailed by mid-September.

The Senate is right that a late-June primary could interfere with the end of the legislative session. It also wouldn’t give challengers enough time to mount campaigns, and heaven knows, incumbents already have too many advantages.

August is also a bit problematic because it’s vacation time — for politicians as well as voters — but as long as absentee ballots make it possible for people who leave town to still vote, no one gets disenfranchised.

Given the state’s precarious financial condition, it would be insulting to taxpayers if politicians couldn’t figure out a way to compromise on this issue so the state doesn’t have to spend $150 million on primaries this year.
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